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NEWSLETTER
English Language Learners Return

Student Voices

By DALC Staff
After a few months off, the English Language Learners at the Adult Learning Center
are back in the classroom and ready to learn!
The ALC has a diverse group of individuals this year, with students from countries
such as Mexico, Venezuela, Peru, Guatemala, Ukraine, Afghanistan, South Korea,
Vietnam, Togo, Rwanda, Senegal, Sudan, and Chad—just to name a few. They are
great-grandmothers, mechanical engineers, restaurant owners, soccer players,
Sam’s Club enthusiasts, soon-to-be mothers, homemakers, cashiers, cooks, truck
drivers, and more. Over and over again they say, “Dickinson is good, it’s nice for
families. I am happy to be here!”

English students working on a lesson

The students vary in English
proficiency levels, so while the
beginners are working on the
alphabet, numbers, and simple
sayings, the more advanced
students are reading and
writing about topics such as
the environment while
working on complex grammar
conventions.

I like my classes so much because my
teachers are very kind. And my classmates are good, too. — Latif from Sudan
The first time I came to class, I am so
happy to see my teacher. I’m very happy
when I’m in class. I make new friends in
the school and every day I learn new
words. My English is better than last
year. — Rouke from Togo
I like my classes at the ALC, practicing
conversation and reading and writing.
— Alejandra from Venezuela
I like to come to the ALC because I’m
improving my English. That’s really
important to me. I need to know how to
interact more properly with English
speakers because it’s pretty necessary.
— Gladis from Mexico

EL Teacher Dina Pavlicek, originally from Ecuador, says, “I like this job because I
understand the students and how they struggle with the English Language. I identify with them as we are all learning a new
language.” Teacher Lindy Obach, who is new to the ALC this year, says, “I love working with adult English Language Learners!
They are so curious and motivated, and I am in awe of their dedication to their education, families, and community.”

Welcome New EL Teacher
This year we added a new member to the ALC team: Melinda “Lindy” Obach. Lindy teaches
English Learners and will also be available to help GED and ABE students working toward
improving their reading and writing skills.
Lindy was raised on a farm between Belfield and South Heart and has been an educator for
16 years. She spent 12 years teaching English for the University of South Dakota where she
was lucky to teach a diverse group of students. Lindy entered Adult Education four years ago,
teaching English, workplace skills, and citizenship classes to the refugee and immigrant
population of Sioux Falls. She recently moved back home and is excited to continue working
with adult learners in the Dickinson area.

GED Enrollment Increase
By Beth Hurt, Director

The GED classroom is busy, with an increase in enrollment as
compared to this same time last year. The DALC launched a
mandatory “orientation” initiative this year, requiring
students to attend an hour-long introduction session,
outlining the GED process. Following orientation, all students
must take a placement exam to determine which subject
areas require
studying.
The GED covers
four subject
areas: Reasoning
through
Language Arts,
Mathematics,
Social Studies,
and Science, as
well as the North
Dakota
requirement for
passing a US
Civics exam.

Students must
be at least 16
years of age to
qualify.
Once a student
has earned his
or her GED,
they become
GED students working in the classroom
eligible to attend the DALC
graduation and awards ceremony in May 2023.
All registered students
may also attend any
and all Computers &
Technology courses as
well as upcoming
Community Ed
Programming.

Computer
Classes
Visit www.dickinsonalc.com
for more info

Interested in signing
up? Call 701-456-0008!

Field Trip: Dickinson Area Public Library
By Lindy Obach, EL Teacher

One way people who aren’t originally from Dickinson can feel
more comfortable in their new community is to learn more
about the resources available. One such (amazing) resource is
the Dickinson Area Public Library. One beautiful September
morning, the EL students and teachers took a walk over to the
library to learn more about the services offered there. Rita
Ennen, Director of the DAPL, greeted us warmly and led us on
tour of the library. The students learned about the materials
available to them, using the computers, programming for
adults and children, and upcoming assistance from Job
Service. We especially loved the children’s area!
After the
tour, two
helpful
librarians
got
students
all set up
with
library
cards.
From what
was seen
and heard,
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DALC Services:
• GED
• English Language

•
•
•

Computers & Technology
Test Proctoring
Community Ed

the students felt very empowered to get library cards. One EL
student has a
daughter who
was born deaf,
so she is
learning
English along
with American
Sign Language.
This student
was so happy
to find so
many books
DAPL staff help Rouke, an EL student, get a library card
and materials
about ASL!

Visibility in a community is important, too, and visiting places
around town helps students feel more comfortable and
welcome. We have two more field trips planned in October,
where students will learn about area manufacturing jobs,
trade training programs, and area social services.
A big THANK YOU to the Dickinson Area Public Library! We
will be back for many more future visits!
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